Introduction
The focus of this article are the Dutch colony of St. Eustatius (Statia), the Danish colony of St. Thomas and the Swedish colony of St. Barthélemy, during the close of the so-called "long eighteenth century." These colonies shared the distinction of being free ports. The last two decades of the eighteenth century were a tumultuous time on both sides of the Atlantic, and, in the case of free ports, a time of both economic success as well as misfortune and ruin. Free ports thrived -albeit under great risk -on the fringes of empires in conflict, offering neutral, intercolonial transit stations during times when regular ports on critical trade routes were obstructed or blockaded.
The Dutch Republic managed to remain neutral during most of the eighteenth century, but this neutrality ended abruptly with the Fourth AngloDutch War (1780) (1781) (1782) (1783) (1784) . One of the causes of the war was the Dutch stance in the War of American Independence (1775-1783). St. Eustatius, which fulfilled a crucial role in providing the Americans with goods, arms, and ammunition was a first target for British military action. After a devastating British occupation in 1781, which ended when allied French forces retook the island that same year, the Statian merchants and planters rebuilt their position and returned to business as usual. But in 1793, the Dutch again became involved in armed conflict when revolutionary France declared war on Great Britain and the Dutch Republic. Two years later, French troops invaded the Dutch Republic. The Stadtholder fled to England and the Batavian Republic was proclaimed, which became a vassal state of France. That very same year, St. Eustatius was occupied by "friendly" French forces sent from Guadeloupe -an occupation which would spell the definitive end to its role as a free port in the region. By the beginning of 1795, Statia had lost its unique position as a free port in the region. Its role was taken over by St. Thomas and St. Barthélemy. Danish St. Thomas had had a long history of free trade beginning in the early decades of the eighteenth century, while the new Swedish colony of St. Barthélemy had declared its port open to all nations in 1784. The economic development of these two colonies, which managed to remain neutral during the last decade of the eighteenth century, benefited greatly from the downfall of Statia and the other assorted international conflicts around the turn of the century.
These colonies have, for a number of reasons, not been researched extensively from either a regional or Atlantic perspective. Little or no attention has been made to connections across imperial borders in the colonies themselves, either in the form of migration flows, the transfer of ideas and information, or the complex networks created through trade and commerce. It follows that the relationship between the different free ports of the Caribbean and the surrounding colonies in the region is not very clearly understood.
This chapter will elaborate on David Armitage's concept of "cis-Atlantic" history, in the sense of being a regional history within an Atlantic context. More specifically, it will study three places within the Caribbean region with a similar institution -the free port city -and their inhabitants. The focus will be mainly on the transfer of ideas, commercial networks and migration. Firstly, it is argued that the experience of Dutch transit trade informed and influenced Danish and Swedish colonial policy to a considerable extent. Secondly, it is argued that the commercial networks were operated similarly and had contacts in all three free ports, due to their proximity to each other as well as to the existing regional systems of trade. Also, it is argued that their similar roles during the end of the eighteenth century gave rise to competition and affected contemporary discussions on trade policies in both colony and metropole. Lastly, it is argued that the occupation of the Dutch colonies gave rise to migration flows that deeply affected the development of St. Thomas and St. Barthélemy well into the nineteenth century, and that migration from colonies such as Statia ensured a continuity of trade in the region.
The Historical Background of St. Eustatius, St. Thomas and St. Barthélemy
The island of St. Eustatius was occupied by the Dutch in 1636. This was not done by the Dutch West India Company (wic), but by an expedition financed by a number of Zeeland merchants who had obtained official permission for this enterprise from both the Zeeland chamber and the Board of Directors of the Company. Statia became a so-called patroonschap, a privately administered colony within the jurisdiction of the wic. The island was uninhabited at the time of the Dutch arrival and was initially baptized New Zeeland. It was intended to become an plantation colony and the first settlers cultivated tobacco. But in 1683 the last heir of the original patroons sold his share to the wic and St. Eustatius came under the direct government of the Company, which recognized the island's potential to become a regional center for illicit trade.1 During the wars of the second half of the seventeenth and early eighteenth century in which the Dutch Republic was involved, Statia was recurrently seized and plundered by the French and the English.2
After the Fourth Anglo-Dutch War Statia was returned to the Dutch. The wic resumed control but in 1791 this organization went bankrupt and was dissolved. The administration of the colonies then returned to the States General. In 1795, after the Batavian Republic was proclaimed, all three Dutch Windward islands3 were placed under French "protection" by Commissioner Victor Hugues at Guadeloupe. Between 1801 and 1802 and again from 1810 until 1816 the British were in control again. 4 The Scandinavian kingdoms were comparatively late entrants in the scramble for colonies in the Caribbean. The first Danish occupation of St. Thomas occurred in 1671, followed decades later by the colonization of neighboring St. John in 1717. With the purchase of St. Croix from the French in 1733, the Danish Caribbean empire was completed. The same year as the Danes gained a foothold on St. Thomas, the Danish West India Company was established both as a commercial and an administrative entity for the island. Reorganized as the Danish West India and Guinea Company in 1680, the Company assumed administration of all the colonies in the Caribbean as well as the Danish enclaves on the Gold Coast until it was dissolved in 1754. While early Danish dominion over their islands was questioned and challenged from the first day of their colonization by other European powers, the islands remained in Danish hands, except for two British occupations in the early nineteenth century, one in 1801-1802 and the other 1807-1815. The islands were finally sold a century later to the United States, in 1917.5
The first successful Swedish claim for a colonial territory in the region came at a much later date than did the Danish acquisitions in the Caribbean. While the ambition to establish colonies certainly was not lacking among members of the Swedish government, the practical outcomes of such projects during the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries were limited. The seventeenth century New Sweden settlement in Delaware rapidly fell into the hands of Dutch colonists. Sweden also made attempts to trade on the African Coast but could not keep a foothold there either, as they were unable to compete with larger powers. The eighteenth century was marked by Swedish territorial losses around the Baltic Sea, effectively ending the preceding period of imperial expansion. The same century also saw some more or less serious attempts at colonial acquisition. The culmination of diplomatic negotiations with France during and after the American War of Independence would yield the only tangible result of these ambitions. In addition to a treaty that stipulated French subsidies to the Swedish crown, the French ceded the small Caribbean island of St. Barthélemy in exchange for staple rights in Gothenburg. The Swedish rule of St. Barthélemy was interrupted by a British occupation in 1801-1802, during the same period as the Danish islands.6
The islands of St. Eustatius, St. Thomas and St. Barthélemy had, at the close of the eighteenth century, developed into small polyglot communities which were centered on trade in shoreline urban settlements. These maritime societies were composed of a variety of different ethnic groups, religions and languages. At the time of the British capture of Statia in 1781, the majority of the white population was male: adult males outnumbered adult females three to one, with 668 men (75 percent) versus 215 women (25 percent). Of 163 persons, 20 percent of the adult white male population, it is known that they settled in the colony only within half a year prior to the arrival of the British. Over 60 percent of these newly arrived burghers came from Europe, mainly from England, Ireland and Scotland, but also from France, and Italian and German territories. The remaining 40 percent came from other, mainly British, colonies, especially from Bermuda and North America. There was only a small core of long-term residents; the majority of the white population consisted of recent migrants, predominantly unmarried white males of British descent, who had come to the island to participate in trade and probably hoping to make a fortune on the "Golden Rock," as Statia was known.7
On St. Thomas and St. Barthélemy, foreigners were of central importance as well. The local administrative elite, the colonial officials, civil servants, clergy In the case of St. Barthélemy after Swedish acquisition, colonization by Swedes was not even seriously considered. At the time of the transition from French to Swedish governance, a local population of 700 French farmer settlers and their slaves were already using most of the land on the island for subsistence farming. Small quantities of cotton were a locally-produced staple, but there was nothing that generated incomes on par with regional slave plantation economies. In 1786, Swedish ownership of the new colony had become common knowledge on both sides of the Baltic Sea. Facing famine as a result of crop failures that had stricken the Baltic countries during the preceding years, farmers and tenants within the Finnish provinces petitioned to move to the king's new colony in the Americas, where it was said one could make a fortune easily. Faced with this plea, King Gustav III thought it best to dispel any false rumors that the colony was a bountiful land of opportunity. Instead, measures were adopted that were aimed to attract merchants and capital from the surrounding islands, to make the most out of an acquisition of questionable value.12
Ideology of the Free Ports
The economic history of the six islands of the Dutch Antilles -from their colonization during the seventeenth century until 1795 -constitutes a conspicuous counterpoint to that of the British and French Caribbean. Because of their limited size, and unsuitability for large-scale agriculture, different strategies had to be employed in order to create profitable colonies out of the Dutch islands.13 Very much the same case can be made for the Scandinavian islands in the region, with the only exception being St. Croix, which became a full-fledged plantation colony. Also, as will be argued in this section, the administration of St. Barthélemy and St. Thomas were influenced to a significant extent by Dutch practice in the region.
The colonial system was, in a strict sense, built on mercantilist principles which held that colonial markets were only within the exclusive trading rights of the home country. Shipping to and from the colonies was barred to foreign vessels. These regulations became the object of discussion and criticism, both in the metropoles and in the colonies, especially after the publication in 1776 of Adam Smith's Wealth of Nations, which led to serious questioning of mercantilist policies. During times of crisis and conflict, regular supplies from the metropole to the colonies simply could not be sustained, and the recurrent wars between Great Britain and France closed regular traffic which was the lifeline of plantation colonies. The colonies needed continual provisions, victuals and slaves, without which they would be sure to suffer losses and possibly face food crises and famine. The establishment of free ports was one solution that facilitated shipping between traders of all nationalities. The system had its beginnings in the fourteenth-century Mediterranean port cities and was later implemented in various localities on the other side of the Atlantic. The Dutch were one of the progenitors of the system in the Caribbean. They conducted this trade with the Spanish colonies through Willemstad on Curaçao, and with the French, the English and the Americans through St. Eustatius.14 On St. Eustatius tobacco was soon replaced by sugar cane. However, it already became clear in the 1660s that the island was far more valuable as a market for illicit trade with the surrounding English and French colonies. Until the beginning of the eighteenth century, however, economic success was severely hampered by the recurrent wars and foreign occupations. In the 1720s, the economic situation improved and, thanks to the fact that the Dutch Republic managed to remain neutral during most European conflicts, the economic situation improved up until the 1780s. While nearly all the other European nations were at war -between 1739 when the War of Jenkins' Ear broke out and 1763, when the Seven Years' War came to an end, a whole series of armed conflicts was fought by the major colonial powers both in Europe and the Americas -the Statian position as a neutral entrepôt gained importance. The colonies of the belligerents, when cut off from regular connections with the home country, obtained supplies from neutral Statia, which were paid for with tropical produce. By the 1750s, the island had become a principal regional market, where European goods, African slaves, and American colonial produce were exchanged.15 Ships of all nations were allowed to trade on the island. But although ships from foreign European ports were admitted, the traffic with the Dutch Republic was exclusively reserved for Dutch Ships. After the outbreak of the American War of Independence, Statia's role as an Atlantic trading hub reached its zenith and the island became a major supplier for the rebellious North Americans. The Statian heyday ended abruptly with the British occupation of 1781. After the de facto French occupation between 1795 and 1801 and the two British occupations that followed during the early nineteenth century, the role of St. Eustatius as an Atlantic entrepôt definitely came to an end. The loss of Dutch neutrality in European conflicts and the waning mercantilist doctrine were, as will be explained later, the principal reasons why.
The Danish plan for a free port was an idea born out of necessity. Up until the year 1754 the Danish colonies had been controlled by the Danish West India Company, which, by the end of its administration, struggled against local planter interests and uneven profits. Indeed, difficulties arising from supplying the colonies and the planters' needs resulted in limited free trade concessions as early as 1707. Shipping rights in the colonies were liberally extended, insofar as colonial shipowners were permitted to export locally produced staples to any foreign port. Danish home ports, including Hamburg and Bremen, were forbidden destinations. In principle, this entailed that the Danish colonies became a Caribbean free trade zone from 1724 to 1745. Company attempts at reasserting its monopoly after that period failed, and the colonies were declared the property of the crown after the dissolution of the Company. Under crown rule, free trade was reinstated for both St. Thomas and St. John, which was finalized by a royal decree in 1764, which held that St. Thomas and St. John were open to ships bearing flags of all nations. Danish colonial goods would, however, be reserved exclusively for Danish keels. Meanwhile, St. Croix remained closed to foreign traffic, the important exceptions being slave vessels and the victuals and necessities that were regularly supplied from North America. The 1764 decree was, in essence, a concession to St. Thomas and St. John, both of which had been marginalized by the burgeoning plantation economy of St. Croix. The fact that the commerce of St. Thomas floundered during peacetime was also acknowledged by this decision. It was thought that by establishing this economic dualism between the islands, the exception made to St. Thomas petitioned the Swedish king with suggestions about the possible utility of a new free port at St. Barthélemy. Wilmans detailed the legal and administrative institutions in existence on Statia, and was of the opinion that the Swedes would be wise to implement them in their new colony. He was also adamant that customs duties would have to be fixed at a consistently lower rate than on St. Thomas and St. Eustatius in order to succeed economically. This might seem a peculiar suggestion from Wilmans, who at the time was co-owner of a merchant house on St. Thomas. But he himself explained that another competitor in the region would "be attended with great benefit to us in St. Thomas, as the Danes must do the same to retain merchants among them." The information and suggestions that Wilmans provided were subjects of great interest, and resulted in some visible adaptations in the 1786 decrees, among which was the institution of a mixed council of Swedish officials and local inhabitants.20 With the acquisition of St. Barthélemy, Sweden also acquired the status of a slaving power, though on a limited scale. In principle the colony was a Swedish territory and in all respects under the rule of the Swedish law of 1734. At the same time, the emerging legal structure of the fledgling colony came to adopt a mixed legal system incorporating previous French laws and West Indian customs, much in the same way as they were in Dutch and Danish colonies. In other words, Swedish administration of the newly acquired colony was quite firmly anchored in local and regional conditions, and the Dutch example of St. Eustatius was a clear reference point.21
The Islands' Merchant and Mariner Communities: Composition, Networks, Operations
The Statian community of merchants and mariners consisted of a minority of members of local families, some of whom had already lived on the island for several generations, and an international group of Dutch and numerous In 1789 the population structure of the white inhabitants seems to have been more balanced than before the war, which might indicate that the number of "fortune seekers" relative to more stable settlers had diminished. There were 787 men aged 16 years or older versus 771 women. Boys and girls younger than 16 years numbered 374 and 409 respectively.23 Governor Godin estimated in 1790 that about 1000 men, women and children depended directly on commerce for their livelihood, while some 300 earned a living as mariners or fishermen.24 The international composition of the Statian community can be seen in two petitions dating from March 1787, which bore, respectively, the names of 68 and 116 inhabitants of various backgrounds, who had an interest in trade and shipping.25 In a statement regarding Statian trade, issued in July of that same year by the aforementioned Bermudian Richard Downing Jennings and two other foreign merchants, it is mentioned that he represented 52 non-Dutch residents on the island.26
The foreign community in 1790 consisted mainly of British, North American, and French merchants. According to Godin, there were two large British companies. These had many ships in service, and were mainly interested in the Creole whites, stemming from families that had lived in the colony for generations, like the Doncker, Godet, Groebe, Heijliger, Roda, and Runnels families, formed a minority among the white population. They usually also owned plantations and other real estate, trade not being their only economic activity. Statia counted several sugar plantations. Some of these families also owned plantations on St. Martin and on the Danish islands.
Company officials, in some cases locally-born, were also privately involved in commerce. Johannes de Graaff, who was born on St. Eustatius and was governor at the time of the surrender to the British in February 1781, remained active in trade during the 1780s and 1790s. These examples demonstrate that the merchant community of St. Eustatius formed part of a complicated network that extended to neighboring colonies as well as to various countries in Europe directly. Nearly all merchants mentioned above were also major exporters to the Dutch Republic and acted as correspondents for merchant houses in the Dutch Republic. Based on the information extracted from 150 cargo lists out of a total of 180 shipments for the period 1781-1795, about 340 merchant houses that shipped tropical produce to the Dutch Republic could be identified on Statia. In the Dutch Republic, more than twice as many firms were active in trade with Statia, although many are only mentioned occasionally and the quantities of their imports were often relatively small. The actual number of individuals involved in trade on both sides might have been smaller, because both in the home country and in the colony, merchants operated in changing alliances.50
Free blacks and coloreds were also active in Statian commerce and shipping but on a very modest scale. Unlike Curaçao, where around 1790 more than half of the free population was non-white, free blacks and coloreds on Statia only formed a small minority.51 In that same year Statia counted 7830 inhabitants:
In 1789, Curaçao counted 20,988 inhabitants: 12,864 slaves (61 percent), 3564 whites (17 percent), 3714 free non-whites (18 percent), and a group of 864 "free servants" (4 percent), who were probably colored but could also have been white. In total, 11,543 people (55 percent) lived in the urban area around the harbor. 1795, in which 2208 crew members were registered, 856 were listed as non-white, both slave and free.56 Since there was only a relatively small group of free male non-white Statians -in 1789 there were only 39 free black and 67 free colored men between 16 and 60 years of age57 -many of these sailors probably originated from neighboring colonies, and partly also from Curaçao.58 On a total of 163 listed shipowners in the muster rolls, only six (one of which was a woman) were designated as free non-whites. Most of these non-white shipowners only became active in the 1790s.59 Only a handful of free non-white Statians were active in trade, probably mostly by running a small shop like the free mestizo woman Jenny Fletcher who sold textiles.60 Because of their small numbers, the free non-whites were not considered as a potential threat by the Statian whites. But during the revolutionary period of the 1790s, Statian whites were suspicious of blacks and coloreds coming to their island from other places, especially the French colonies. In 1793, foreign free blacks and coloreds were ordered to leave the island, and those newly arrived were not admitted to the colony unless they had obtained special permission because they had been on Statia before and were known to be of good There are very few records detailing the urban population and its activities during this time. St. Thomas was still very much a plantation economy, overshadowed as it was by the extensive cultivation of St. Croix. In 1773, there were 39 sugar and 43 cotton estates, owned mostly by Dutch families present on the island since its early colonization. The plantations were worked by 2523 slaves, and overseen by 42 white persons. It was not until the American War of Independence that there was some added impetus for trade through Charlotte Amalie. The free port now found some utility among neutrals and belligerents alike. The Danish government itself would not pass on the opportunity to profit from the wartime economy of St. Thomas. The Vestindisk Handelsselskab (vhs) was created as a limited-charter company in 1778, amassed by the capital of Danish government officials and wealthy Copenhagen merchants. The directors of the Company had their sights set on the importation of Spanish and French colonial goods, primarily coffee, so as not to interfere with the sugar economy on St. Croix. During its short existence, the vhs contributed to making Copenhagen a major center for the re-exportation of coffee in the Baltic, but was also riddled with administrative problems and financial vagaries. It was finally bought in its entirety by the Danish crown in 1786, as the return of peaceful conditions could not sustain its already floundering business.62
Regarding private commercial networks, there is little more to be found in the written sources than some glimpses into the polyglot community that was composed by Charlotte Amalie merchants. A Danish-German traveler, J.P. Nissen, sailing to St. Thomas in 1792, wrote that the number of white inhabitants on the island "may have been between four and five hundred: the greater part of them were Creoles, -the remainder consisted then already of persons of all nations, and almost every language was spoken among them." Nissen, then a wine merchant's apprentice, observed the harbor and the movements through it. There were large ships arriving from Hamburg, Altona, Flensburg and Copenhagen, trading their textiles and manufactures and loading colonial goods such as Puerto Rico tobacco and coffee for a return voyage. The greatest part of the intra-Caribbean trade that came into the harbor "were American vessels, small Spanish sloops and boats, and large English merchant-men." The Americans brought in provisions, lumber and shingles, and they sailed out with rum and sugar in return. The Spaniards exchanged German linens and English manufactured goods, bringing along much-needed silver coin from the Spanish main and Puerto Rico. The Charlotte Amalie of 1792 that Nissen wrote about was a cosmopolitan Caribbean port with regional connections, especially with Spanish dominions, whose trade was of the utmost importance. The ties with European shipping were also there, with Danish ships importing all varieties of colonial goods with the conspicuous exception of sugar, a result of the exclusive sugar trading rights for St. Croix inhabitants.63
Whereas many merchants in Statia and St. Thomas had been living in the islands for decades, the early history of Swedish St. Barthélemy presents a different population structure. Contemporary Swedish observers in 1788 saw an island inhabited by a "great many adventurers." These persons were maritime transients, who, for the most part, had come there running from creditors elsewhere and would have no qualms leaving the island again if the opportunity arose. Settled merchants with sizeable capital and property were few, and the trade circulating through the harbor of Gustavia was by all accounts modest in scope and nature. There were, for example, the Americans Arthurton and Basden, who traded North American merchandise for rum and sugar coming from surrounding islands. There was a group of petty French traders, among them Bernié, Le May, Renaldy, Junius and Martins, who dealt in a small-scale retailing of French goods, such as textiles, wines, haberdashery, glass-and tinwares. There were also a few traders acting as commissioners or agents for merchants on other islands such as St. Martin and St. Kitts. The firm of Haasum and Lavalette which, as mentioned earlier, was also established in St. Eustatius, was the only business which retailed goods from the Dutch islands, and they were also involved in the American trade. The majority of the urban population were not actively involved in intra-Caribbean trade, but were employed as artisans, hawkers, and shop-and innkeepers.64 The trade passing through St. Barthélemy in its early phase of Swedish colonization was, at times, lively, but was as a rule dominated by often illicit, smallscale regional cabotage journeys, which lacked the European-bound character of the commerce present in Statia and St. Thomas at the same time. In 1787 for instance, for which there are some rare surviving custom house records, the port of Gustavia was visited by 1033 ships. A general impression of the trade emerges from the figures of the busiest month of June. There were 159 arrivals, of which a large majority of 78 vessels came from British colonies in the Caribbean. Twenty-six ships came from North American ports, from Guadeloupe and Martinique there were nine arrivals and from Statia there were 21. There was only a single vessel coming from the Danish colonies. Departures for the same period display essentially the same pattern, with 84 departures for British colonial destinations, 14 departures for North America, 29 for Statia, six for Guadeloupe and Martinique and, finally, two vessels for the Danish colonies. During the ten extant months found in the custom house records of 1787, only three Swedish ships entered the harbor from European ports of departure. Not a single non-Swedish ship arrived from Europe during the same year. The establishment of the swic would not change the picture considerably regarding traffic from Sweden. The majority of the vessels clearing through Gustavia were small packboats, schooners and sloops, of around 20 Swedish lasts or roughly 40 tons. The only exception was the American-flagged ships, generally of a larger build. The ships traveling back and forth from North American ports carried lumber, victuals and tobacco, while ships coming from neighboring colonies freighted local produce such as sugar, coffee, rum and molasses.65
After news of the Dutch Patriot coup had reached St. Barthélemy in January 1788, there passed a brief moment of high anticipation among the Swedish officials on the island. A few wealthy merchants from surrounding islands, including St. Eustatius, had recently bought lots of land and rented property in Gustavia, and the governor, Von Rosenstein, also counted on a rumored AngloFrench war as an opportunity for the small island to advance its role as a regional marketplace.66 The hopes were in vain, however, as no regime change came about in the Dutch Republic, and there was no international conflict yet between Great Britain and France. Instead, Sweden itself was entangled in a war with Russia, which led to considerable delays for the Swedish colonial project. The commercial networks of St. Barthélemy would remain of a circumscribed and local character at least up until the outbreak of war in 1793. The growth and decline of economic activity on St. Eustatius is usually gauged by the numbers of ships entering and clearing Orange Bay. In 1792, an average of nearly 300 ships a month called at the island, a number comparable to pre-1781 conditions and an indication that supposed regional competition was at that time hardly felt. Exports to the Dutch Republic, however, although clearly recovering after peace was concluded in 1784, did not reach the same levels as during the 1770s. In 1792, the highest post-war volume of trade was reached when 28 ships laden with tropical produce sailed to the home country. After the first half of 1793 -in February France had declared war on the Dutch Republic -the monthly number of ships dropping anchor in the Statian roadstead was suddenly halved.68 Registers of incoming and outgoing ships for the years thereafter have not been found, but in the archive of St. Eustatius a register of import duties was preserved. The figures regarding the money collected monthly from arriving ships make the demise of the colony as an Atlantic trading hub visible. Until August 1793, an average monthly amount of 433 pesos or Spanish dollars69 (ƒ1049) was received. This fell to The peso, Spanish dollar, or piastre gourde was the regular currency and financial unit of account in both the Dutch Leeward and Windward Islands, as well as in the Danish and Swedish colonies. The commercial exchange rate between the peso and Swedish and Danish rixdollars are not precisely known, but Swedish descriptions from around 1786 give one piastre gourde as equal 42-44 shillings specie. That is, not quite one Swedish rixdollar specie (48 shillings specie). Hildebrand, Den svenska kolonin S:t Barthélemy 67-69; I have yet to find any estimate for the Danish colonies, as there was an established difference between West Indies current money (vestindisk courant) and Danish current money (dansk courant), which was universally given in account books and the like. Commercial exchange rates, of course, depended on many other factors apart from face value and the weight in silver. See the discussion in John J. McCusker, Money and Exchange in Europe and America (London: MacMillan, 1978), 116-120, 291-299. 185 pesos (ƒ444) a month during the remaining part of that year. In 1794, the monthly average rose a little to 228 pesos (ƒ547), but in 1795 it fell to 64 pesos (ƒ153). In 1796 and 1797, the last years for which information is available, this figure plummeted to a mere 29 pesos (ƒ69) and 20 pesos (ƒ48) a month, respectively.70 This coincides with the decrease in exports from Statia to the Dutch Republic. After 1792, the number of shipments declined with only one ship sailing to the home country in 1795. The explanation for this development is clear: war. During the turbulent two decades that followed after the outbreak of the French Revolution, the Dutch were almost continually involved as one of the belligerents. Between 1793 and 1795, the Dutch were at war with revolutionary France. After French troops invaded the Republic and the Batavian Republic was proclaimed in January 1795, the Dutch sided with France in the war against Great Britain. In that same year, St. Eustatius was put under the "protection" of the French, which came down to a de facto occupation that lasted until 1801, when the British conquered the three Dutch Leeward Islands. During this period, the French colonies -the most important suppliers of tropical produce to Statia -were largely in a state of chaos as far as they had not been occupied by the British. The United States, another very important trading partner, was entangled in the so-called Quasi War with France between 1798 and 1800. During these years, French privateers were actively hunting down American vessels in Caribbean waters, so these were not likely to call at an island that was controlled by the French. Statia, St. Martin, and Saba were returned to the Dutch after the Peace of Amiens in 1802. But by that time, the Dutch Leeward colonies had economically become totally insignificant. A year later, the war was continued. In 1810 the islands were again occupied by the British. When Statia came under Dutch rule again in 1816, its population had declined to 2591: 507 whites, 336 free coloreds and 1748 slaves.71
The Scandinavian free port colonies could be neutral havens where refugees would find accommodation whether they ran from debt, conflict, persecution or other calamities, or, in the case of the Statians discussed below, where they sought greater economic opportunity. The nature of turmoil in the region from the 1790s onwards resulted in extensive and complex migration flows, as Caribbean colonies were engulfed in internal conflicts and were subject to external aggression. After the news of the French Revolution reached the Caribbean in 1789, Frenchmen of various political convictions took refuge on neutral islands. St. Barthélemy received many refugees from Martinique and Guadeloupe, whereas St. Thomas was a destination for refugees from Saint-Domingue. Successive migration waves occurred after the Revolution, during the British occupations of neighboring islands, and after Guadeloupe was retaken by Victor Hugues in 1794.
A first great wave of migration took place in 1793-1794 by a heterogeneous group of inhabitants from Martinique and Guadeloupe, consisting both of revolutionary sympathizers and royalists. In May of 1793, the Swedish Governor Bagge commented with mixed sentiments on the arrival of French families. On the one hand, he lamented granting protection to foreign "adventurers" and bankrupt persons, which he saw as a potential threat to public tranquillity. On the other hand, he welcomed those "familiar traders" from the French islands who brought with them "considerable property, consisting of slaves, households, cash etc."72
Other immigrants were also influencing the turn of events in the neutral free ports. The French capture of Statia, St. Martin and Saba in 1795 prompted an exodus of their former inhabitants. St. Eustatius was a source of considerable migration. A cohort of displaced St. Eustatius merchants became naturalized Swedish and Danish subjects towards the close of the eighteenth century, and some would be of great consequence for their newly-adopted home colonies. Already in 1781 there had been a slight surge in Dutch-language migrants to St. Thomas, a likely effect of the smaller relocations or resettlements from Statia after the British occupation in 1781. The remainder of the settlers bore English, Spanish and French names, few of which could be definitively linked to Dutch colonies.73 The emigration of some Sephardic Jews from St. Eustatius to St. Thomas after 1781 is an exception, but it is difficult to trace other nonDutch former residents of Statia from the available evidence. The records do not show any significant migration of former Dutch colonial residents prior to the mid-1790s in either of the Scandinavian colonies. Judging by the available statistics, there is a markedly higher increase in the population of St. He wrote, "The amount of houses are now nearly doubled, some of them quite beautiful," and went on to comment that, "All trade in St. Eustache is ruined, all warehouses at the present closed, and the wealthier houses gone away, some here, some to other islands."74 Indeed, supporting Norderling's assertion of the transformation of Gustavia, it is clearly evident from town maps drawn out in 1791, 1796, 1799 and 1800 respectively, that the expansion of Gustavia was considerable during this time. In 1791, the town was composed of 133 buildings, while in 1796 this figure had nearly trebled, and in 1800 the town could boast over 800 separate buildings ranging from the largest warehouse to the smallest cooking shed.75 Norderling attributed this growth to the Statian merchants, and he also hinted at the wealth that some apparently brought with them. Others made similar conclusions, such as the Company agent Gustav Wernberg, who thought the island could "reap great profits" from the recent immigration from the Dutch colonies, "if only a perfect neutrality would be observed, and that no Nation should be favored par preference."76 The available statistics offer an overview of the migration to the islands of St. Thomas and St. Barthélemy between 1789-1838, as shown in Tables 11.1 and 11.2.
While many migrants arrived solely because they needed a sanctuary, there were many who stayed and became naturalized inhabitants of their new colonies. In order for foreigners to become a naturalized Swedish or Danish subject by settling in Gustavia or Charlotte Amalie, they had to make a cash payment and sign an oath of fidelity and allegiance. St. Barthélemy had a differential scale for payment for naturalization and burgher rights. For merchants who wanted to be able to sail their vessels under Swedish colors, a one-time , 163-167, 170, 353, 432. complete by supplying the chain with these three links, we might be unconcerned about the rivalry of any new free ports (which could grow out of a new order of things) possessing no greater physical means than we do; but possibly not so favored in the matter of jurisprudence.78
According to Runnels, the restrictions exacerbated the fact that commerce on the island was too dependent on North American shipping, which, in reality, was the only source of outside supplies and provisions to the nearby colonies. Runnels was writing this when the War of 1812 still raged between the United States and Great Britain. The war was, by all available accounts, the zenith of profitability for the Swedish colony in terms of harborside traffic, but the North American merchants enjoyed the most advantages, according to Runnels. The "new order of things" was a reference to the resumption of peacetime commerce, which would inevitably entail the return of occupied colonies to their former owners. It is slightly more problematic to detail the instances of Statian merchants moving to St. Thomas, as burgher brief protocols are missing for key years from the 1790s onwards. However, in an undated and unsigned report found in the local administrative archive of St. Barthélemy, there is some unequivocal evidence of relocated Statians residing in St. Thomas. The report was in all likelihood penned by the Swedish harbormaster at St. Barthélemy, Anders Furuträd, because he had been assigned in 1802 to investigate the rival Danish colony from a large number of perspectives, and the report is the likely end result of these investigations. The report is a systematic overview of conditions and regulations in the Danish colony, and it is attached with a list of the island's "most distinguished" merchants. At the top of this list, the Bermudian and former Statian resident Richard Downing Jennings is found, perhaps not so surprisingly, as the dominantly Anglophone Danish island of St. Thomas had for some time become a node in Bermudian trade networks.79
If focus is shifted onto other groups than the white merchant elite, there are other migration patterns to observe. In the free ports, seafaring and artisan trades constituted the major areas of occupation. The growth of the free colored population of Charlotte Amalie had been dramatic during the first three decades of the nineteenth century. The enumerated population of Charlotte Amalie's able-bodied free colored male adult population on 28 May 1802 shows a total of 221 individuals. The enumeration indicates the origin of these inhabitants, one originating from St. John, ten from St. Croix and 122 from St. Thomas. Out of the remaining 89 -40 percent of the total -all were of foreign origin. Among those émigrés, a majority of 39 were former residents of Curaçao, whereas 30 others hailed from neighboring St. Eustatius. The remainder came from French and British colonies, Guadeloupe, Martinique, Barbados and Jamaica. These inhabitants display a pattern of continuing intra-Caribbean migration reinforced by political vicissitudes reverberating in the region. Immigration was also likely to be influenced by existing ties of ethnicity, family and commerce. The existence of this list is due to some very specific motivations. The rapid increase in the size of the free colored population, coupled with its high foreign component, led to some fears among the governing white population. It influenced the Danish governor-general von Walterstorff to establish the first "St. Thomas Commission for the Registering of the Free Coloured" in February of 1803. It raised questions about whether the presence of foreign free coloreds was desirable and advantageous or if it was a dangerous burden to the colony. Von Walterstorff specifically targeted colored migrants from the French colonies because of their perceived subversive ideas and activities inspired by the French and Haitian Revolutions. It also highlighted the large number of women from Curaçao and elsewhere who roamed the streets of Charlotte Amalie, engaging in petty trade and bartering. It was observed that their knowledge of Spanish and Spanish customs placed the local creoles at a disadvantage, because these women could acquire and sell merchandise from nearby Puerto Rico with ease and usually with high profit margins. The commission outlined some possible measures, ranging from targeted taxation to outright deportations, but none of these proposals seems to have materialized, save for the expulsion of a select number of free colored persons with origins in French West Indian colonies. The commission and its records are indicative of the ambiguous attitudes of colonial administrators in the Danish West Indies towards different types of migrants. While the overall view of migration and settlement in the free ports was benign, administrators differentiated between what they perceived to be valuable as opposed to potentially disruptive external elements in their colonies. Comparing Walterstorff's concerns about free colored migrations with the gleeful accounts of wealthy Statian settlement on St. Barthélemy by local officials, this becomes quite clear.80
The period after the British occupation of both St. Thomas and St. Barthélemy showed signs of consolidation, growth and material advance by their respective free colored populations. In St. Thomas after 1802, the registers for sea passes included information of shipowner and shipmaster burgher licenses and the so-called free-briefs, which stated the date of manumission or birth. In the years 1803-1807, the share of free colored shipowners stood at 8.6 percent, and the share of shipmasters at 14.6 percent, which indicates that this group also participated directly in the colony's growing merchant community.81 Civic rights for free colored were discussed from time to time. At the request of the council of St. Barthélemy, the question of civic rights for the free colored, specifically their electability for public service, was debated in Stockholm in 1812. The notion was rejected with explicit reference to the Revolution in Saint-Domingue, arguing that extended civic rights was dangerous, that "such a change would with time result in that all property end up in the hands of the free coloured." In the Danish West Indies, the free colored tried to advance their own rights in the form of the so-called freedman petition of 1816, aspiring for the same civic rights and privileges as the white population. It would take several more years to gain these formal rights, as they were granted in St. Barthélemy in 1822 and 1830 in the Danish West Indies. 82 When the war had broken out in April 1793, the British government was determined that the trade of the French Caribbean colonies should not be carried in neutral vessels. This led, in turn, to the stopping, searching and sending for adjudication of all suspicious neutral vessels. Much to the dismay of merchants and officials in the neutral free ports, locally registered vessels were affected by a great number of confiscations. Amid the protests, any pretensions of innocence were hard to prove. Swedish officials, for instance, knew too well that "3/4 of our commerce consists of smuggling," and that the majority of smuggling was conducted with the French colonies, "from whence we get our sugar, coffee, cotton, rum, cocoa &c."83 While the British Orders-in-Council in 1793 were aimed at the economic deprivation of France and its colonies, they were a gross diplomatic miscalculation insofar as they drew heavy protest from the United States, which led to a partial reversal of the Orders-in-Council in the latter part of the 1790s. During much of the French Revolutionary War it was in the interest of the British government to follow a policy more solicitous to the neutrals than had been customary in previous wars. The Americans, in particular, whose trade with Britain itself was more important than had it had ever been and whose wartime cooperation in the Caribbean was also sought, received differential treatment throughout the war. The Americans had emerged as independent neutral carriers, supplying Caribbean colonies with essential food supplies and other provisions, and remained as key actors and middlemen in the regional trade throughout the French Revolutionary Wars and the Napoleonic Wars. The free ports themselves also drew direct scrutiny from the British. When news reached London about the formation of the League of Armed Neutrality in 1801, the British War Secretary, Henry Dundas, sent secret orders to the military and naval commanders in the Leewards to seize the islands of St. Thomas, St. Croix, St. John and St. Barthélemy, and all Danish, Swedish and Russian goods discovered there. The islands were occupied and were only returned after the Treaty of Amiens was signed in 1802.84
Despite the toll taken on St. Barthélemy and St. Thomas merchants during the war up until 1802, both by British seizures at sea and the eventual occupation of the colony, the last decade of the eighteenth century was a period of increasing profitability for the island. St. Barthélemy shows the most dramatic transformation during this time. Consisting of negligible sums in 1791, the incomes from port duties and tariffs shot up and hit a high point of over 40,000 Spanish dollars in 1799.85 The Scandinavian colonies had come to be dominated by resident local merchants, all with nominal Swedish and Danish citizenship, although, in reality, consisting of Frenchmen, Dutchmen, Spaniards, Americans, Englishmen and other nationalities. These merchants bought up incoming cargoes from North America or Europe, bought or chartered the necessary ships, and traded to and from ports in the Caribbean officially closed to foreign traffic.86 This was the essential arrangement that existed in the free port of St. Barthélemy until the Congress of Vienna in 1814, and in St. Thomas until the British occupation of 1807. The sweeping British conquests of French colonies after 1807 affected the neutral trade considerably, but American shipping The rationale and the need for these free marketplaces, operating on the fringes of a mercantilist framework, had been removed after the return to peace. St. Thomas, on the other hand, continued to develop despite of these events, and maintained its population, although it was occupied by the British in 1807-1815. After the occupation it went through a significant development by becoming a regional coal depot for transatlantic steamers and a station for the Royal Mail packet boats. These facts explain the subsequent demographic development beyond the 1820s.
Conclusion
Although the damage caused by the British occupation of 1781 was substantial for St. Eustatius, resident merchants nonetheless rebuilt their businesses. Worries about nascent competition from neighboring colonies such as St. Thomas and St. Barthélemy were clearly present, but this only became acute when the wic decided to introduce a new tariff on imports and exports which suddenly threatened to put the island in a very disadvantaged position. During the early 1790s, exports to the Dutch Republic grew, reaching a post-war peak in 1792. Commercial activity did not move to neighboring competitors, as was initially feared. Many of the merchants that had been active before 1781 remained on the island or returned after a brief absence. Many of the "adventurers" who dominated the Statian community shortly before the arrival of the British left the island and a more stable population was formed, which could effectively use its trading networks that had sometimes been built over generations. One critical component had nevertheless been lost in the previous war: neutrality in international conflicts. Beginning in 1793, the Dutch were involved in two decades of almost continuous warfare. This was the deathblow to Statia's role as regional market, and, hence, the impetus for emigration from the island.
For St. Thomas and St. Barthélemy, the decline of the Dutch colonies after 1795 had a lasting impact. At the same time as the former competition became phased out, it also contributed to colonial development through immigration. The colonies attracted high numbers of new settlers, among them many former prominent Statians and other former Dutch colonial residents. The same Statian merchants who were active in the post-1781 debate were among the first to move to the Scandinavian colonies and establish themselves as the new elite in their newly adopted societies. However, the majority of migrants were artisans, craftsmen, mariners, workers and slaves, who also followed in the migration waves of the 1790s into St. Thomas and St. Barthélemy, apart from the larger merchant houses whose establishments and property took root in the islands during the same period. The administrations in the receiving colonies saw this phenomenon as having a positive effect, visibly gauged by urban growth and increasing trade activities. Without this influx of capital and people from neighboring colonies, the future of the Scandinavian free ports would undoubtedly have been much different. The prime mover of migration and the subsequent growth of commerce in St. Barthélemy and St. Thomas was inextricably linked to war and conflict, coupled with the benefits of Swedish and Danish neutrality. Circumvention of mercantilist regulation and the evasion of belligerent maritime forces was made possible with Swedish and Danish citizenship in the Caribbean. Moreover, Swedish and Danish citizenship was desirable for newcomers aspiring to support themselves and to prosper, as it conferred advantages in the form of civic rights, favorably low taxes and other costs. Conflict made the free ports convenient marketplaces and attracted merchant capital, but conflict also entailed a high degree of involuntary migration due to the hazards of war. Thus, a large number of migrants came to the island only by accident.
Regional economic and social networks persisted to a large extent, despite changing political realities. The evidence in our contribution suggests a continuity in the transit trade centered around free ports in the Caribbean, as actors from Dutch colonies, St. Eustatius in particular, shifted their commercial operations and family businesses to neutral colonies when circumstances demanded it. The phenomenon of the migration waves of the 1790s were not in any way atypical. The largely heterogeneous and cosmopolitan community of St. Eustatius included a high number of migrants and transients before 1781, and free port colonies were open places where the mobility of people, goods, capital and ideas were defining features of society. The migrations after 1795 and their consequences also testify to the complicated interconnectedness of the region in general, and for the free ports in particular. Distinctive and mutually important connections existed between the Dutch, Danish and Swedish free ports and their inhabitants. These connections became particularly visible during the period 1780-1820, when ports and plantation colonies of the minor Caribbean colonial powers adjusted to the changing realities on both sides of the Atlantic. It also underscores the usefulness of a regional and transnational perspective, which, left unexplored, leaves all of the contacts and interactions as a mere background in a "national Atlantic" perspective.
